CHAPTER IX

TRAVELS----THE   REGENCY

IN the following year, 1856, the King began to approach
me again, and Manteuffel (perhaps others too) feared that
I might gain influence at his and their expense. Under
these circumstances Manteuffel proposed to me that I
should take over the Ministry of Finance whilst he would
retain the Presidency and the Foreign department, making
an exchange with me later on, so that he would preside in
the council as Minister of Finance and I become Foreign
Minister. He spoke as though the proposal came from
himself, and although it seemed to me strange, I did not
absolutely decline it, but only reminded him that when I
was appointed envoy to the Federal Diet, the jest of the
witty Dean of Westminster [sic] concerning Lord John
Russell had been applied to me: ' The fellow would
undertake to command a frigate or to operate for the
stone.' If I became Minister of Finance some such ver-
dict might be passed on me with greater validity, although
I should in any case be able, as Finance Minister, to emu-
late Bodelschwingh's activity in signing his name. Every-
thing depended upon how long the ' Interimisticum * would
last. In reality the proposal had emanated from the King;
and when he asked Manteuffel what he had been able to
effect, the latter replied, ' He absolutely laughed at me/

Although I was repeatedly not offered, but verbally
commanded by the King to take over ManteufM's port-
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